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It has been proven time and again that children who are enrolled 

in early education programs and safe, enriching after-school en-

vironments do better in school, have higher graduation rates, 

and have lower incidences of violence and drug-use. In addition, 

child care and after-school programs are a lifeline to low-income 

working families in New York City, enabling low-income working 

parents to remain in the workforce and providing much-needed 

stability and support for their families.  These programs can often 

be the difference between parents maintaining employment and 

being forced to turn to public assistance.

In fact, a recent survey done by the Campaign for Children found that 

50% of parents using child care and 36% of parents using after-school 

programs would quit their jobs if their child(ren) lost care, and 16% of 

parents using after-school programs would leave their child(ren) home 

alone. Both outcomes – children home alone and unsupervised during 

the hours they are most vulnerable to crime and violence, and parents 

driven out of the workforce and into unemployment or public assis-

tance – would be disastrous for low-income communities. 

Child care and after-school programs are also important tools in 

combatting childhood obesity in low-income neighborhoods.  Both 

programs provide opportunities for exercise that children often to do 

not get elsewhere. Both programs also participate in the federal Child 

and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), meaning they are required to 

provide nutritional meals and snacks to the children they serve. Cut-

ting child care and after-school programs would directly contradict the 

City’s recent high-profile efforts to combat obesity.
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Cuts to Child Care  
and After-School  

Programs Will Hit NYC’s  
Neediest Communities  

the Hardest

R E P O R T : 

If the proposed New York City budget is adopted, more than 47,000 children will lose 
access to child care and after-school programs. Despite the City’s claim that they have 
concentrated the cuts in “non-targeted” or lower-need ZIP codes, the cuts will hit the 
hardest in communities that are already struggling with high rates of child poverty,  
rampant unemployment, poor school performance, and high rates of childhood obesity.1 



and middle school programs and 42 high school programs 

citywide. Not only is the after-school system due to lose 

significant capacity, but some of the greatest losses will 

be in the communities that need these programs the most.
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Cuts to Out-of-School Time (OST) 
After-School Programs are Concentrated 

in High-Need Areas

Cuts in the Mayor’s Executive Budget and the new Out-

of-School Time (OST) RFP will lead to the elimination of 

nearly half of the slots for children: 26,000 of the 53,000 

slots are due to be eliminated,a net loss of 191 elementary 

The communities due to have the largest net loss of elementary  
and middle school OST after-school programs are:

OST after-school programs provide opportunities for physical activity and healthy 
foods.  But the neighborhoods with the highest childhood obesity rates are also the 
neighborhoods losing the most OST after-school programs.  

Washington Heights (MHTN) will suffer a 67% reduction in programs (net loss of 12 programs)

Morrisania (BX) will suffer a 91% reduction in programs (net loss of 10 programs)

Bushwick (BK) will suffer a 77% reduction in programs (net loss of 10 programs)

Williamsburg/Greenpoint (BK) will suffer a 64% in programs (net loss of 9 programs)

Washington Heights (MHTN) has the highest net loss of OST programs  
(12 programs, a 67% reduction) and the highest childhood obesity rate in the city (26.3%).

Bushwick (BK) has the second-highest net loss of OST programs  
(10 programs, a 77% reduction) and has the city’s second-highest childhood obesity rate (25.7%).

Williamsburg/Greenpoint (BK) has the third-highest net loss of OST programs  
(9 programs, a 64% reduction) and has the city’s third-highest childhood obesity rate (24.3%).

C A S E  S T U D Y :

REPORT: Cuts to Child Care  
and After-School Programs  

Will Hit NYC’s Neediest  
Communities the Hardest



OST programs provide a critical opportunity for children to receive academic  
support, including homework help, tutoring and positive engagement in school.   
Yet the neighborhoods with the highest rates of children struggling academically  
are the same communities that are losing the most OST programs.

Mott Haven (BX) – losing 5 OST programs, a 63% reduction.

Sunset Park (BK) – losing 5 OST programs, a 56% reduction

Morrisania (BX) – losing 10 OST programs, a 91% reduction.

Bushwick (BK) – losing 10 OST programs, a 77% reduction.

Highbridge (BX) – losing 3 OST programs, a 30% reduction.

The communities with the lowest percentage of children receiving a high school diploma are due to lose significant 
numbers of OST after-school programs: 

The communities where the fewest children are performing at or above grade level in grades three through eight in 
reading are due to lose significant numbers of OST after-school programs:

 Mott Haven (BX), where only 23.8% of children are performing at or above grade level in reading,  
will suffer a net loss of 5 OST programs (a 63% reduction).

Hunts Point (BX), where only 23.8% of children are performing at or above grade level in reading,  
will suffer a net loss of 5 OST programs (a 55% reduction).

Highbridge (BX), where only 25.3% of children are performing at or above grade level in reading,  
will suffer a net loss of 3 OST programs (a 30% reduction).

 Morrisania (BX), where only 27.1% of children are performing at or above grade level in reading,  
will suffer a net loss of 10 OST programs (a 91% reduction).

East Tremont (BX), where only 27.1% of children are performing at or above grade level in reading, 
will suffer a net loss of 5 OST programs (a 63% reduction).  
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The communities in the top five for highest unemployment rates are due to lose significant numbers of OST programs:

Mott Haven (BX), where only 36.7% of children are performing at or above grade level in math,  
will suffer a net loss of 5 OST programs (a 63% reduction).

Hunts Point (BX), where only 36.7% of children are performing at or above grade level in math,  
will suffer a net loss of 5 OST programs (a 55% reduction).

Brownsville (BK), where only 38% of children are performing at or above grade level in math,  
will suffer a net loss of 3 OST programs (a 43% reduction).

Highbridge (BX), where only 39.5% of children are performing at or above grade level in math,  
will suffer a net loss of 4 OST programs (a 30% reduction).

 University Heights (BX), where the unemployment rate is 23.6%, will suffer a net loss  
of 4 OST programs (a 50% reduction).

 South Crown Heights (BK), where the unemployment rate is 20.2%, will suffer a net loss  
of 3 OST programs (a 38% reduction).

 Mott Haven (BX), where the unemployment rate is 19.16%, will suffer a net loss  
of 5 OST programs (a 63% reduction).

Morrisania (BX) where the unemployment rate is 17.1%, will suffer a net loss  
of 10 OST programs (a 91% reduction).

 Morrisania (BX), where 58.6% of children are living below the federal poverty level,  
will suffer a net loss of 10 OST programs (a 91% reduction).

Mott Haven (BX), where 54.1% of children are living below the federal poverty level,  
will suffer a net loss of 5 OST programs (a 63% reduction).

Brownsville (BK), where 53.4% of children are living below the federal poverty level,  
will suffer a net loss of 3 OST programs (a 43% reduction).

 University Heights (BX), where 52.5% of children are living below the federal poverty level,  
will suffer a net loss of 4 OST programs (a 50% reduction).

OST after-school programs help the economies of communities, by allowing parents  
to continue to participate in the workforce, and by providing employment opportunities 
within the programs themselves. Yet, the communities with the highest levels of 
poverty and unemployment are due to lose the most OST after-school programs.

The communities with the highest child poverty rates are due to lose significant numbers of OST programs:

The communities where the fewest children are performing at or above grade level in grades three through eight  
in math are due to lose significant numbers of OST programs:
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Cuts to Out-of-School Time 
(OST) Lead to Net Loss  
of 191 Elementary and  
Middle School After- 
School Programs in RFP

O S T  S I T E S

To Be Closed

Map prepared by Citizens' Committee 
for Children of New York, 2012.

To Remain Open

New To Open

314

101

123
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CONCLUSION

Despite the Administration’s claim that cuts to child care and af-

ter-school are being concentrated in “non-priority” areas where 

there is less need for these programs, the cuts will in fact hit 

hardest in communities that are already struggling. Neighbor-

hoods that are suffering from high rates of child poverty, ram-

pant unemployment, poor school performance, and high rates of 

childhood obesity will lose access to child care and after-school 

programs – programs that enable children to succeed academi-

cally, receive healthy meals, and engage in sports and exercise, 

all while their parents are able to work and support their families. 

Unless more than $170 million in cuts to child care and after-

school programs is restored in the final city budget, New York 

City’s neediest will suffer a devastating blow. Even in tough eco-

nomic times, the City should not balance its budget on the backs 

of its most vulnerable citizens. The Mayor and City Council must 

prioritize children and working families, and restore the cuts to 

child care and after-school programs in the final budget.
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